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" Necessary, why ?"

" Because one must live."

" Then it is a good thing to live ? "

" No, it's a very bad one."

" Why do you live, then ? "

" Because I can't help it."

" But it is always possible to stop living."

" No, it isn't"

" But why not ? "

" Because there are other people dependent on me,
and I don't choose to be such a mean skunk as to
run away myself and leave other people here to
suffer. Besides, it's a sort of point of honour. As
I'm here, I'm going to play the game. All I say
is that the game is not worth the playing; and
you will never persuade me into the belief that
it is."

" But, my dear Philip," I said, " there is no need
for me to persuade you, for it is clear that you are
persuaded already. You believe, as you have really
admitted in principle, that it is good to live rather
than to die; and to live, moreover, a monotonous,
laborious life, which you say you detest Take away
that belief, and your whole being is transformed.
Either you change your manner of life, abandon the
routine which you hate, break up the order imposed
(as I said at first) by your idea about Good, and give
yourself up to the chaos of chance desires ; or you
depart from life altogether, on the hypothesis that
that is the good thing to do. But in any case the
truth appears to remain that somehow or other you
do believe in Good ; and that it is this belief which
determines the whole course of your life,"